Fact Sheet

Changes made to polling boundaries and locations in Stansted Mountfitchet

Following a review of parish boundaries in 2010 and 2011, Uttlesford District Council has transferred the whole of the new residential area known as Foresthall Park from Birchanger to Stansted.  Some other properties in Forest Hall Road and Pines Hill are also being transferred.  A boundary change order was made last year and the new boundary will come into operation on 1 April 2012.
The Foresthall Park development was previously divided by the parish boundary between Birchanger and Stansted and the majority of the new houses were located within Birchanger parish.  On present figures about 550 electors are affected by this change of boundaries.

Arising from this change and other pressures within Stansted, a polling review has resulted in a revised scheme of polling district boundaries and the buildings to be designated for polling use.  This means that nearly all electors in Stansted will be voting at new polling stations from this year.
The changes now made will come into operation for the first time at the Stansted parish elections in May 2012.  The elections were delayed for one year from May 2011 to allow the transferred electors to participate in the election within their new parish. 
The changes made are described below:

Foresthall Park: this new polling district includes all those electors who were formerly registered in Birchanger and will now be voting in Stansted from April 2012.  The new polling station for these electors will be the Mountfitchet Romeera Centre, Forest Hall Road, Stansted.  This is a new polling venue.  The electors affected by this change are those who are registered at the addresses listed below:
Banks Lane; Bayford Way; Bentley Drive; Blake Mews; Carters Drive; Childs Lane; Clarke Close; Dockerell Road (part); Felstead Crescent; Forest Hall Road (part); Grey Close; Hampton Road (part); Herrington Avenue (part); Hudgell Road; Livings Way; Meredith Court; Miller Close; Newell Road; Peachey Walk (part); Pines Hill (part); Reeve Road; Shaw Close; Snow Lane; Walson Way (part); and Wilkins Crescent
Stansted North-East: the old Stansted North polling district has now been divided in two with the boundary line running along the centre of Cambridge Road.  Electors in Stansted North used to vote at the Peter Kirk Centre.  The review has provided the opportunity to match polling buildings more closely to the centres of population they will be serving and thus provide more convenient facilities.  As a result, the Youth Centre in Lower Street has now been designated as the polling venue for this area.  Electors in the following addresses will now be voting at the Youth Centre:
Alsa Street; Brewery Lane; Burnells Way; Cambridge Road (east side); Chapel Hill (north side); Clarence Road; Coltsfield; Elsenham Road; Five Acres; Gall End Lane; Greenfields; Grove Hill; High Lane; High Mead; Lower Street; Meadowcroft; Norman Court; Normans Way; St John’s Crescent; St John’s Lane; St John’s Road; and The Campions

Stansted North-West: as already explained Stansted North has now been divided into two separate polling districts.  The area west of Cambridge Road has been formed into a new polling district with the electors in that area now polling at the Bentfield Primary School in Rainsford Road.  This is a new polling venue.  The following roads and streets will be included in the new polling area:
Alderbury Road; Bentfield Bower; Bentfield Bury; Bentfield Causeway; Bentfield Gardens; Bentfield Green; Bentfield Orchard; Bentfield Road (part); Cambridge Road (west side); Cawkell Close; Croasdaile Close; Croasdaile Road; Dove Close; Gilbey Crescent; Hargrave Close; Hazel End Road; Loates Pasture; Long Croft; Mary Mcarthur Place; Poulteney Road; Queens Close; Rainsford Road; Wetherfield; and White Bear
Stansted South-East: as part of the decision to create a new Foresthall Park polling district to accommodate electors being transferred from Birchanger parish, the opportunity has been taken to rearrange polling boundaries and facilities in Stansted South.  A new polling district of Stansted South-East has been created east of the line of the railway line.  These electors will vote at the Romeera Centre off Foresthall Road.  All electors in Stansted South used to vote at the Youth Centre in Lower Street.  Eventually, once district ward boundaries are harmonised as well as parish boundaries, it is likely that this polling district area will be merged with the Foresthall Park area to create a new enlarged polling district.  However, in practical terms, electors in both of these areas will vote at the Romeera Centre for all elections other than district ward elections taking place before 2015.  The following roads and streets are included in the new polling district:

Burton End; Bury Lodge Lane; Church Hill Corner; Church Road; Churchfields; Dockerall Road (part); Foresthall Road (part); Haggerwood Way; Hampton Road (part); Harbridge Close; Herrington Avenue (part); Jordon Close; Maitland Road; Manor Road; Mount Drive; Mountfitchet Road; Palmer Close; Park Road; Peachey Walk (part); Priory Drive; Rochford Close; Round Coppice Road; Sandford Road; St Mary’s Drive; Stoney Common; Stoney Place; Stoneyfield Drive; The Spinney; Walson Way (part); and West Road 
Stansted South-West: the change in Stansted South mentioned above has resulted in the creation of a new polling district of Stansted South-West, with electors in the area voting at the Peter Kirk Centre, St John’s Road.  This venue was formerly allocated for the use of electors in Stansted North and so it will involve a change of polling venue for all of the electors in these areas.  The new polling district will cover all electors registered in that part of Stansted South ward located to the west of the railway line.  The affected roads are:
Bentfield Road (part); Blythwood Gardens; Brook Road; Cannons Mead; Chapel Hill (south side); Mill Hill; Millfields; Millside; Old Bell Close; Pines Hill (part); Recreation Ground; Sanders Close; Silver Street; Spencer Close; Spindles lane; Station Road; Stoney Common Road; Sunnyside; Water Lane; Waterside; Windmill Close; Woodfield Close; Woodfield Terrace; and Woodfields
For further information about the polling review or about any of the new polling arrangements in Stansted please contact Peter Snow or anyone else in the electoral office on 01799 510430/1/2 or at elections@uttlesford.gov.uk. 

